Demographics and cigarette smoking among women.
A population-based sample of 893 white women ages 25 to 59 years from five San Francisco, California, Bay Area counties were queried about their demographic characteristics, height, reported weight at age 25, cigarette smoking history, and oral contraceptive and sunscreen use. Multiple logistic regression techniques were used to analyze the data. Forty-three percent of the women in the sample had never smoked more than 100 cigarettes, while 27% were current and 30% were former smokers. Separated or divorced women were more likely to have ever smoked. Women who were less educated, single, separated, or divorced or had smoked between 10 and 30 cigarettes per day were less likely to quit smoking. Women with less education and a longer history of smoking smoked more cigarettes per day. Women who had never smoked were more likely to use sunscreen and to report their weight as slightly less at age 25 than were smokers.